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�  J� us walked.

[1 John 2:6]
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In the most famous of all sermons ever given, 
the Sermon on the Mount, we have these words from Jesus 
Himself; “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will 
� nd; knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who 
asks receives, and the one who seeks � nds, and to the one 
who knocks it will be opened.” (Matt.7:7-8ESV) What did 
our Master, the Rabbi Jesus have in mind when He spoke 
these words? I � nd it intriguing that they come right after 
His encouragement about not judging and just before the 
Golden Rule. It really appears that His main concern for all 
His followers, past and present, was that we learn to trust 
Him in whatever issue we � nd ourselves a part of.

In our day there are a myriad of ideas around for what 
Jesus may have meant with these words. For example the 
health and wealth gospel that is so prevalent, says in faith 
you need to simply “name it and claim it.” Well, we are 
not so sure that this is what He thought, but at any rate 
we are convinced that we need to be constantly wrestling 
with all of the words of our Master for greater and deeper 
revelation on a continual basis.

To get to the point then of bringing up this text; we 
at Talmidim Studies have a need. We have been wrestling 
with the Master and feel led to make our need known! 
Our one-on-one discipleship program is growing quite 

rapidly, for which we bless God. However, as we grow, 
more needs and demands arise. Our schedule is booked 
ahead for nearly two months and we feel that it will be 
important to get our one-on-one person available full 
time in the near future. Consequently, this will cause 
an even greater � nancial strain on the ministry. We 
feel it quite important to continue providing this one-
on-one ministry as God brings the hurting and hungry 
to us for continued growth. It is our heart at Talmidim 
Studies to keep pressing on as we take seriously the Great 
Commission, to “make many disciples!” In seeking Him 
and knocking at the door, we believe that you, our readers 
and supporters might enjoy partnering with us as we 
“ask” concerning our need. Your prayerful support will 
be greatly cherished!

-� e Board at Talmidim Studies

·� e Jew� h people love genealogy studies. Because of the massive familial losses of the Holocaust, 
the Jewish people are constantly looking for relational connections.

·David fought the Phil� tin�  camped in the Valley of Rephaim just outside Jerusalem (2 Samuel 5); 
today a street runs through the valley lined with many cafés, restaurants & unique shops.

·According to the Jerusalem P� t publication called � e Report, All Jews in the world are very 
closely related or connected to one another!

the land of israel

&&It Will Be Given&&Ask



The above text from 1Peter 2:5 has become 
a very powerful and foundational verse in understanding 
our call as partners in God’s Kingdom. What exactly did 
Peter have in mind when he was inspired by the Spirit 
to pen these words? To try to understand we must � nd 
connections in the Torah as well as historical traditions 
and cultural norms that Peter would have been so familiar 
with. What was the conditioning of Peter’s First Century 
mind? What did Peter believe about his Biblical tradition in 
terms of � rst century religious Judaism? In short, what was 
Peter’s prevailing paradigm (thought process)?

As we discuss to discover what it means to become a 
Kingdom of Priests, we bene� t greatly by going back and 
asking a question of Peter; “How did you, (Peter) come to 
understand the idea of each person becoming a Priest?” 
How did it happen that Peter got the message of his Rabbi’s 
Kingdom announcement and even enhanced it to the point 
of announcing that we are to be a holy priesthood? 

In order to try and understand the heart and mind of 
Peter, we need to go back and discover the mind of a � rst 
century Jewish disciple. First of all, we need to remember 
that every observant � rst century Jew was intimately 
familiar with the text of the Torah. Every week the 
Synagogue would read an assigned portion of the text (called 
Parasha) that had been established for several hundred 
years prior to the � rst century. In addition, every believing 
Jewish father was constantly teaching his children from 
these portions throughout the week. After all, one of the 
most important mitzvot (commandments) from the Torah 
came forth in the Shema, You shall teach them diligently to 
your children, and you shall talk of them when you sit in your 
house,and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, 
and when you rise. (Duet. 6:7 ESV) � is Torah conditioning 
created a tremendous awareness of historical, national, and 
religious identity for an observant Jewish community. 

In that awareness there were several core events 
orchestrated by God that had deeply shaped the theological 
position of the Jewish community. Of course the Creation, 
Noah, and Abraham, but most importantly the Exodus from 
Egypt. � e Exodus was to the Jewish community, God’s 

highest expression of who they are to Him and thus was 
very impacting to them as God continued His redemptive 
act throughout their history. God Himself was constantly 
reminding them of this event as He would call to their 
memory over and over how He had “brought them up out of 
Egypt!” We must note and understand that as well as Peter 
being conditioned in this � rst century context, so also was 
His beloved Rabbi. Jesus Himself was conditioned to think 
with an Exodus paradigm that was intimately aware and 
familiar with the rich history of His heritage that had come 
up out of Egypt. With this understanding we can move into 
a discussion of  what Peter would have understood from his 
Rabbi’s teaching.

When we examine the events 
from Sinai and see the life of Jesus 
unfolding as a “New Exodus” 
motif, we can begin to understand 
the heart of God in desiring His 
people to become a Kingdom 
of Priests. In Exodus 19 the 
text tells us how God spoke 
to Moses from the mountain. 
He told Moses to remind the 
people how they had watched 
Him as He dealt with the 
Egyptians and how He had 
carried them on eagles’ wings 
to bring them to Himself. 
� en He told Moses to tell 
the people that if indeed 
they would be willing to 
obey His voice and keep His 
covenant, they would be His 
treasured possession among 
all peoples, for all the earth is 
His! And then God makes this 
proposition to His treasured 
people: And you shall be to 
me a kingdom of priests and a 
holy nation. (Ex. 19:6 ESV).

Kingdom
of  Priests

A
You yourselves like living stones are 

being built up as a spiritual house,

to be a holy priesthood,
to o� er spiritual sacri� ces acceptable 

to God through Jesus Christ. 



Regions on the Run is an in-depth and interactive study that is used 
in several notable universities around the world. Produced by Biblical 
Backgrounds, this resource comes complete with seven large maps 
of the Biblical Land (17"x22"), a 40-page supplement with many 
small maps including a 4000-year overview chart of the Ancient World, 
and a 108-page study guide with complete instructions to guide 
you through the study. It is divided into twenty-four study segments, 
each one addressing a selected event from the Bible. You will follow 
Abraham’s journey from Ur of the Chaldees, join in Joshua’s march as 
he led Israel into the Promised Land and watch where Saul’s battles 
against the Philistines unfolded.

As you study the Bible and trace out the ancient highways, cities, hills 
& valleys that God’s ancient people would have known so intimately, a 
very unique experience emerges. So treat yourself to a � eld trip of the 
Promised Land as you study your Bible with this one-of-a-kind resource!
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So Moses calls together 
the Elders of the people and tells them everything that 
the Lord had said. � e Hebrews respond in a positive 
and a�  rmative way by saying, “all that the Lord has said 
we will do”. (Ex.19:8) Next Moses reports to God how 
the Hebrews had responded. God now asks Moses to 
consecrate the people and get them ready for a meeting 
on the third day. A meeting between God Himself and 
His people! God is very precise in instructing how the 
people are to present themselves on the third day. He 
tells them not to go up into the mountain or even touch 
the edge of it until the appointed time is given by a long 
blast on the shofar. Here the text has several ambiguities 
with how God asks them not to touch the mountain 
and yet He invites them up on the mountain at the long 
blast of the shofar. (19:13) Even Moses catches this and 
reminds God that He had set limits around the mount. 
(19:23) God sends Moses back down and Moses reminds 
the people again of God’s desire for them not to touch the 
mountain in any way.

� e story now goes into chapter 20. God began 
to speak, what the Jewish people have called the Ten 
Words, or to us, the Ten Commandments. In a Biblical 
Jewish mind, these ten words are much, much more than 
what we traditionally think of when we talk about the 
ten commandments. To the Jew this is like a marriage 
license, as it were, for a relationship between God and His 
chosen people! It certainly is a code of law for them, but 
it is also a love letter from God to His people, because 
it is an instruction on how to walk and how not to walk 
in this love relationship between God and man. So in all 
reality, the Jew says it truly was a wedding ceremony! 
Was it really that?

What would it have taken for the event at Sinai to 
truly have been a wedding ceremony? What is a Jewish 
wedding like? � ere are certain things that are always 
present in every observant Jewish wedding ceremony. In 
the next issue we will look at a few of these to help us lay 
the foundation for the context of Peter’s expression of “a 
kingdom of priests.”

Shalom until next time — Vernon Beachy

Kingdom, continued
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Ray VanderLaan is coming to Holmes County

 -, 
Watch for more details in the coming months

2016 Trip Dates
September 6-20
Led by: Vernon Beachy & Jimmy McDonald

October 26-November 8
Led by: Joe Mullet


