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as Jesus walked.
[1 John 2:6]

Freely Give

“freely you have received, freely give”

to see, those of His day as well as ours, is that the values

This verse from the Gospel of Matthew has become a

and precious life lessons they had recieved from Him

favorite in my life. It is found in the last half of Matthew

were imparted to them as a gift of blessing that was to be

10:8. In the context, Jesus is preparing the talmidim

passed on to every person they would encounter. It is to

(disciples) for a mission on which they were to imitate and

share ALL of life with those around us, the struggles and

put into practice their great Rabbi’s (teacher’s) teachings.

burdens as well as the blessings.

In His ministry to them, He brings them to this moment

As I thought about and prayed for this issue, I came

of commissioning and initiation where He tells them the

to the conclusion that we need to share what some others

things that they will be doing. To punctuate His mandate,

are saying about their exposure to the hebraic studies of

He lands with the last half of this verse, “Freely you have

the Bible. Hence this issue will be composed of several

received, freely give!” In other words, “Young men, I

short articles written by bible school students from a

believe in you, you are becoming like me and now it is

class taught by Joe Mullet last winter. We would also

time to GO and DO the things that I have taught you to

like to extend the invitation to you as readers that if you

do! Oh, and as you go, remember you received from Me

have an inspiration to share, please email your articles to

freely, so you need to give freely!”

info@talmidimstudies.org and we will try to share it with

For me this verse speaks to much more than just
monetary value. What Jesus is longing for His talmidim

the rest of the newsletter community.
-Vernon Beachy

the land of israel

·The Mount Hermon range boasts the highest point in Israel reaching 7,336 feet above sea level
·Israel’s lowest point is found at the Dead Sea, 1,338 below sea level
·There are over 180 McDonald’s restaurants in Israel; more than 40 of them are certified as Kosher
·A typical street sign in Jerusalem can be seen written in Hebrew, Arabic & English

Herod & Jesus
With Jesus portrayed as our

king, it is
interesting to me that Jesus was born during the time
of Herod the Great. Herod, King of the Jews, was a
descendant of Esau,
Herod built for himself the enemy of the
and his own gratification. Jews. As one of the
Jesus always did the will greatest rulers of this
of his father and what time, in power, wealth
pleased his father. and luxuries, he was
sure to kill any threat
to his empire, putting fear in his subjects and those living
around him. It was during this time of wealth, fear (for
the Jews) and iron leadership that Jesus was born.
The Jews knew from the prophecies that the Messiah
would be from the line of Jacob which represented those
God has chosen to be His own. They also knew that he
would rule over the line of evil or the descendants of
Esau. God was asking the Jews to believe that He was
greater than what Herod appeared to be, greater than
the wealth and luxuries, the security of the many jobs
he provided and greater than the power he so strongly
exuded. God was asking them to trust that evil would not
dominate and that this baby, Jesus, is the king of kings
and Lord of Lords.

In much the same way, evil is all around us and seems
as if it is powerful, oppressing and will win. But God is
asking us to believe that He is King of Kings and Lord
of Lords. He is asking us to believe that evil will not win
and that He has a plan; but to do this, we must be fully
committed to His kingdom. We must live our lives out of
a faith rooted in Jesus, the shoot that came out of Jesse,
not in the appearance of circumstances. By doing this, we
will align ourselves with the greatest Power on earth. The
empires of self, money, entertainment and addictions
will one day crumble leaving pebbles behind, whereas the
kingdom of God will last forever.
Jesus is now asking each one of us, will you let me
love you? Will you drink of the cup I want to give you?
Will you align yourself with my kingdom and let me live
in the tabernacle of your body so I can display my glory
inside and out? Will you let me lead you?
-Julia Beachy

Scriptures

learning the

The Jewish world takes the

scriptures very seriously. It shows in their rigorous curriculum in grade
school, the synagogue readings every Sabbath and in the dedication
of the rabbi’s disciples. Studying the scriptures is considered the
highest form of worship and many pursue it wholeheartedly.
Primary schooling is about equivalent to the first-eighth grades.
By the time a boy or girl finishes this schooling around age twelve,
they know the Torah, the first five books of the Bible, by heart. We
often think of mathematics as relating closely with science, but
mathematics for a Jew is just another tool for learning scripture.
They learn their numbers by using a word that is associated with that
number. For instance, the number ten is ‘commandments’ because
there are Ten Commandments. Likewise, every letter of the alphabet

Featured Resource
Written by a very dear friend of mine living in Israel, A Taste of Torah
has become one of my most treasured books! Along with great teaching
commentary on the first five books of Moses (Torah), this publication also
beautifully ties the rest of Scripture together to show how the Bible is one
continuing story. The great story of a God who is intent on redeeming
and blessing all of His creation.

ONLY

$18

A Taste of Torah is written in a devotional framework that patterns the
Jewish reading of the Torah. The Torah is divided into weekly portions
called the Parasha, which is read by Jews all around the world as a
personal study. The Parasha is also what the Synagogue service is
centered around every Sabbath. As you study your way through the
Torah along with the Jewish world every week, you will find this book
an amazing study help.
Softcover · 264 pages

Call 330.401.1895 to order your copy today
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Scriptures Con’t

is assigned a numerical value and so any given word
will also have a numerical value from the addition of
the letters. Thus, their schooling is all tied together and
centered on the scriptures.
Not only are the scriptures learned passionately,
they are also loved passionately. Every Sabbath there
are assigned readings from scripture and the young men
almost fight in their eagerness to read. One example of an
assigned reading for the Sabbath was when Jesus read the
prophecy from Isaiah in his hometown. Luke 4:17 says
“And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet
Esaias (Isaiah).” Jesus couldn’t pick out what he wanted to
read, but had to follow the order of the synagogue.
Rabbis are the teachers of scripture and they often
have a group of disciples known as talmidim. The
talmidim range from 15-30 years of age and follow a rabbi
in order that they may become like him. A talmid will
express appreciation for the rabbi they wish to follow, but
won’t ask outright if they may be his disciple; the rabbi
makes the ultimate decision. He wants the right kind of
disciples. He doesn’t want one that is like a sponge and

just takes in everything he hears, but rather one that is
like a sieve and processes what he hears to determine
what to keep and what to pass through.
The talmidim aim to become like their rabbi and
so they follow him everywhere and imitate his actions.
This would have been especially true of Jesus and his
talmidim. In Jesus’ time, they walked everywhere they
went and he taught while he walked, using examples from
the surroundings. The disciples walk single-file behind
the rabbi in a sort of follow-the-leader style. They hang
onto every word he says and don’t want to miss a thing.
A rabbi won’t just tell the talmidim what the plans are for
the day, because he never knows exactly what will happen
and he wants to be open to teaching opportunities.
I say I want to be like Jesus, but comparing my
efforts with the dedication of the disciples shows a
great discrepancy on my part. We have been given
much information about Jesus in the Gospels and that’s
the best place to learn how to be like him. Imagine the
understanding we could have if we would study the first
four books of the New Testament as hard as the Jews
study the first five of the Old Testament!
-Catherine Kipps
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Our fall Israel
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openings! Join us on
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Contact us:
Joe 330.204.6813
Emanuel
330.600.8064

C U | talmidimstudies.org
phone · 330.852.0358 | email · info@talmidimstudies.org
mail · Post Office Box 1 | Sugarcreek, Ohio 44681
S  M | talmidimstudies.org/donate

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Ray VanderLaan is coming to Holmes County

 -, 

Watch for more details in the coming months

