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as Jesus walked.
[1 John 2:6]

Remember

As memories of shoveling snow and heavy cumbersome
parkas fade, the beauties of spring are finally transforming
the cold and dormant scenes of a long cold winter. With
spring in the air and new life being poured out on nature by
the Creator, one cannot help but begin to REMEMBER one
of the greatest events in all of history. Passover, the great
deliverance of God’s people from the Land of Egypt!
This year as we anticipated the celebration of Passover,
I was especially drawn to the word “Remember”. God seems
to be very passionate for His people to remember. In Exodus
12 God gives very specific instruction to the Hebrews about
how the Passover is to be carried out. In verse 14 He tells
them that this day of Passover shall be to them a “memorial
day” a feast day that is kept unto the Lord; throughout
your generations, as a statute forever. This memorial day is
making reference to the need for the people to remember!
What does God have in mind as He tells His people over
and over again to remember? “Remember the Lord your
God who brought you up out of Egypt” is a line that God is
continually repeating throughout the First Testament. And
then God even refers to Himself as remembering! Ex. 2:24
Remember? In Hebrew the word is Zakar. It means to
“recall to memory”, but with quite a range of nuances. Like
most Hebrew words it carries more meaning than just the
mental assent that we Westerners typically think of when

we define a verb. In our typical definition “remembering”
is something that is only done in our mind. For example:
I remember the great time I had when I went fishing last
spring. To a Westerner it is a brief description of a past
event. Zakar carries a much more intense action. A mandate
or imperative, if you will. It can literally imply “moving or
acting on another’s behalf.” Wow! Look at what this does.
In Exodus 2:24 we see this great reality by God Himself.
As He heard the cry of the Hebrews, He “remembered” His
covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob! It is not that He
had forgotten or just suddenly remembered their plight;
rather, it moved God to take action on behalf of His people!
Isn’t the very same thing happening when Jesus comes
around 1,350 years later? Jesus remembers our plight, our
lost and aimless condition, and is moved to act on our behalf!
How is it for us now as we come to the celebration
of Passover every year? Does our remembering, as Jesus
commanded us (Luke 22:19), stir us to action or is it simply
a mental exercise that becomes a ritual? As we celebrate
the spring feasts of our Lord and remember how He spilled
new life for us, let us be moved to action to obey His
commandments. For as we obey and remember we will be
moved on behalf of others around us who need a reminder
to remember!
-Vernon Beachy

the land of israel
·The modern State of Israel was established on May 15th 1948, thus celebrating its
67th birthday this year as a nation that is recognized by the International Community.

·During its long history, the City of Jerusalem has been destroyed twice,
besieged 23 times, attacked 52 times, and captured and recaptured 44 times.

God’s
Power
in a Rod
In Egypt there was a

king who cared nothing
about Joseph, but feared that those Hebrew people
would join his enemies, for they were many.
So he set harsh task masters over them to
afflict them with heavy burdens and had
them build cities for Pharoah.
He used the children of Israel
cruelly and made their lives so
bitter that they cried out. He used
his power to have them beaten
and commanded all their baby
boys to be thrown into the river.
Into this setting was born a
baby whose mother saw that he
was precious and when he was three
months old she hid him in a small
basket among the reeds of the Nile river.
Pharoah’s daughter found him there, crying,
and she had compassion on him for she saw that
he was a Hebrew child. He was given back to his mother
to be nursed and cared for. When he was older, his mother
brought him to Pharoah’s daughter again and she named
him Moses for she said, “I drew him out of the water.”
Moses was taught in all the ways of the Egypians and
he saw how Pharoah used his rod to beat the people.
One day when Moses was grown he went out to see
his own people and watched their hard labor. He saw an
Egyptian beating a Hebrew, so he struck the Egyptian
and killed him. Seeing no one around he buried him in
the sand. But when Pharoah heard about it, he wanted to
kill Moses, so Moses fled to Midian.

When Moses came to that land he sat down by a well.
The daughters of a priest of Midian came to that same well
to water their father’s flocks and Moses helped them. Later
he married one of those girls and took care of Jethro’s flock.
For forty years he walked with the sheep carrying a rod in
his hand to protect and tend his flock. God was teaching
him to lead by speaking and to use his rod only to strike
the hyenas or bears and lions but never to beat the sheep.
God uses a different standard of power than Pharoah does.
One day as Moses led his flock to the backside of the
desert, he saw a strange sight; a bush that was on fire but
did not burn up. As Moses walked over to look,
God called to him from within the bush.
God told Moses that he had seen the
misery of his people in Egypt, heard
them crying out and that he wants
Moses to go and bring them out of
Egypt. Moses was reluctant to do
what God was asking of him. And
the Lord asked him saying, “What
is in your hand?” “A rod,” Moses
replied. “Throw it on the ground,”
the Lord said. Moses threw it down
and it became a snake and he ran
from it. The Lord said to him, “Take it
by the tail.” And it became a rod again
in his hand. “This,” said the Lord, “is so
that they may believe that the God of their
fathers has appeared unto you.” Take your rod and
go. So Moses took the rod of God in his hand and went to
meet Aaron his brother at the mountain of God.
God chose a man with a stick to lead His people.
But he was to lead them like a shepherd and defend his
sheep; not to beat them like Pharoah. The power of God
was represented in the stick but God leads by speaking.
Pharoah’s stick was always violent, but great leaders lead
as God leads; by the power of the spoken word. God said,
“I will go with you.”
Moses’ rod became a snake. Moses struck the waters of
the Nile with his rod and they became blood. He stretched
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out his rod over the streams and frogs came up over the
whole country. Then he stretched out his hand and struck
the dust with his rod and the dust of the land became
lice on the people and the animals. The magicians told
Pharoah, “This is the finger of God.” But Pharoah’s heart
was hard and he would not listen just as the Lord had said.
Moses stretched his rod toward heaven and the Lord
sent thunder and hail and fire throughout the land of Egypt.
And when Moses stretched out his rod with his hand over
the land, God brought an east wind full of locusts.
At the red sea, Moses raised his staff and stretched
out his hand over the sea and the Lord divided the waters
and the people passed through on dry land. Later in their
journey God asked Moses to throw a stick into the bitter
waters and they became sweet. Was it his same rod or was

it another random stick which God showed him in the
wilderness to pick up and use?
The rod was a symbol of God’s power but Moses was
not to get carried away with his stick. The story is not
about Moses and not about his stick, but about God’s
glory. The Lord can do anything with any stick because
He is the One who makes the STICK!
We are also a stick in God’s hand. Even as Moses and
his stick were used by God, so are we vessels in the hands
of the Almighty. In many ways we are ordinary men and
women, but each one of us is wonderful and any stick is
an amazing instrument of power in God’s hand. But don’t
forget; we are just a stick! It is all about God’s glory.
-Ina Mullet
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