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as Jesus walked.
[1 John 2:6]

Shema - Hear or Listen

What does the Bible mean

when it tells us to hear or to listen?
Lets take for example the classic text from Deuteronomy 6:4; Hear O Israel:
The Lord is our God, the Lord alone.
In our traditional Western mind we tend to think of a verb such as hear
or listen, as something that is comprehended in our intellect only. In other
words, to listen is something that we simply do with our ears, we listen to
great music, or we hear a powerful sermon being taught.
The implications of a verb in Hebrew are often much more intense and
directive. To hear in our example text is in fact communicating an imperative,
or command. To the Hebrews that were receiving this text, it was not just
simply something they heard and then soon forgot, but a strict command
to hear in order to OBEY! This command to hear was going to mean the
difference between walking with God in sweet relationship and blessing
through obedience; or defeat and exile in disobedience.
By the time of Jesus, this text had become the very essence of Jewish
religious and spiritual life. In preparation to enter into a time of worship or
even prayer, a Jewish person (even to this day) will recite the words of the
Shema as a consecration or dedication of himself to God. It is to say, “God, I
am now ready to enter into your presence, to be ministered to; for healing,
for anointing, to love you with all my heart, soul, and mind.”
continued inside

On-site teaching at Arad, Israel.
Hearing with our ears to listen with our hearts

Young students being taught by their rabbi

the land of israel

·Israel is the only country in the world to revive an unspoken language.
The Hebrew language was dormant for nearly 1800 years.

·Israel’s population is made up of Jewish immigrants from 100 different countries.
·Israeli currency is the New Israel Shekel or NIS. The current exchange rate is 1 usd to 3.94 nis

A DISCIPLE
A disciple is a person

who accepts and helps
to spread the teachings of another. He is one who is
attached to and adheres with total trust to the one
whom he desires to follow. He is not deterred by any
circumstances as the teacher leads and he will deny his
own selfish nature even unto death.
A true disciple is one who bears much fruit and has a
passion to be like his Rabbi Jesus. He prays for feet like
hinds’ feet to walk on high places. Habakkuk 3:19. He will
adhere to a way of life that very few will do, and he is
adamant about his commitment to the Rabbi. His walk
is filled with a love for Jesus and everywhere he goes he
spreads the fragrance of that love. It seems that even his
step is full of determination to accomplish that which the
Master has called him to be.
A disciple will know the text, live the text, pray the
text, teach the text and die with the text on his lips. He is
so full of the living Word of God that wherever he goes he
transmits that power to others.

First-Century Discipleship

The call to be a rabbi’s disciple in first-century Israel
often meant leaving relatives and friends and traveling
the country under austere conditions. It also meant total
commitment. A prospective disciple first had to be sure
his priorities were in order.

Commitment

Jesus did not want his disciples to have any false
expectations, so he frequently stressed the need to count
the cost before making a commitment to him. Which of
you, if you want to build a tower, does not count the cost
first before you build it? Luke 14:28-33. Jesus was very
clear about the degree of commitment that was required
of a disciple. If anyone does not forsake all and take up his
cross and follow me he cannot be my disciple. Luke 14:2627. So what made it so compelling when Jesus was
walking along the Sea of Galilee and said, “Come follow
me?” And why did those young men immediately leave
their fishing nets and their father to follow him? Looking
into the Jewish system, we find that most young men
desired to sit at the feet of a rabbi and learn from him. If
they wanted to be his disciple, they would go to the rabbi
and say something like this: “Rabbi, I know that you are
a wise and great teacher of the law; well respected in the

community and you know the Tanakh (first Testament)
by memory.” What the student really was saying is; “May I
be your disciple? I want to become like you are.”
The rabbi would then ask the young man to recite
portions of scriptures and ask him questions of the Torah
to see if he would want to take him as a disciple. Not
everyone was accepted into rabbi school; only about one
in ten thousand made it. The ones who were turned away
would go help their father in the family trade. There is a
possibility that the young men Jesus chose along the sea
shore had not qualified for rabbi school and when Jesus
called them, they heard Him saying, “Come follow me, I
believe in you and you can become like me!”

Passion

When these young men said YES, they started on a
journey like they had never been on before. An intense
passionate walk that would model them after the greatest
Rabbi Teacher. They were not only satisfied to know what
Jesus knew – they wanted to be like He is! Too often in our
world we are satisfied with just information (to know) and
are not willing to make application, (walk or live out). The
word know in Hebrew has a much greater meaning than
in our English language. To know, (as Adam knew Eve) is
an intimate relationship. They watched as He healed the
people and how He taught and fed the multitudes. How
He taught them to love their enemies and to go two miles
if someone asked them to go a mile. They wanted to be
with their Rabbi all the time. To accept His teaching is
to take on His yoke. Jesus said His yoke is easy and His
burden is light. Matthew 11:28-30.

Covered by the Dust of the Rabbi

The question lies at each of our doorstep; Are you
covered by the dust of the Rabbi Jesus? Is there an
intense passion within you to not only know Him but to
be like He is? A Jewish rabbi today would say, do not call
yourself a disciple if you are not reading the four gospels
every month. How can you be like Jesus if you do not
read and study His words? I know it is an intense walk,
but Jesus believes in you just like He did when He called
His first-century disciples. You have what it takes to be
a disciple. God’s DNA is inside you just waiting to be
released.

Shalom, Joe Mullet

Shema - Hear or Listen, continued
The Shema was obviously a very special and central
scripture to our Rabbi as well. If you remember, Jesus picked
up this text in Matthew 22:37 and elevated it to the place
of the Greatest Commandment! Also He added words from
Leviticus19:18 that say and your neighbor as yourself.
If you do this, Jesus is saying that you have fulfilled all the
commands of Torah and the Prophets!
So let us hear in a way that stirs us to obey! I think this
must have been the paradigm that the brother of Jesus was
thinking in when he told us to be doers of the Word and not
hearers only. James1:22.
In the Jewish world today, the Shema is still a central
part of life. One’s highest aspiration is to be so filled with a
love for God that the words of the Shema would be on one’s
lips when death comes. So with the importance of the Shema
as a central theme in Jewish life, they have become very
intentional about not forgetting to Shema; to hear and obey.
Today in Israel on most door jambs you will find a
container called a Mezuzah which contains a tiny scroll
with a copy of the Shema hidden inside. It is to fulfill the
command that says you shall write these words on the
doorposts of your house. Deuteronomy 6:9. And also to
serve as a reminder to fulfill the Shema in everything you do
whenever you walk through your door!
How intentional
are we as Christians
in our commitment
to what our Rabbi
Jesus has made
the
Greatest
Commandment?
Lets consider how
differently we will
walk if and when we
are always listening
in order to obey the
Rabbi!

-Vernon Beachy

Walking in the land God

chose
many years ago to call His own added an
amazing dimension to my own journey of life
as I trod the stomping grounds of Abraham,
Samson, Ezekiel, King David, Saul, Herod,
Goliath, and especially my Saviour! I’m
overjoyed to say that I no longer feel as much
like I’m trying to apply the principles of some
foreign people in a foreign land to my own life.
Due to this trip to Israel and to the willingness
of God’s servants—Stan Goodenough, Joe
Mullet and Vernon Beachy—the Bible has
come alive with hills, valleys, streams, deserts
and people with feelings and emotions no
different than my own. I now better understand
the culture they thrived in, and I can identify
with those people. In a way it seems I knew
them personally.
It also helped to be a part of a conversation
with several Jewish girls who were serious
about living morally pure lives pleasing to
God, but whom had never heard that Jesus
rose from the dead. Or to listen to a Jewish
man who was just as passionate (or more)
about serving God as I am, admitting that he
doesn’t believe. Or to hear another man admit
that his eyes are blinded and he wrestles with
God about why he can’t understand. And
then to hear a rabbi make a point by telling
a story/parable gave me a good idea of what
the perceptions may have been of the people
that surrounded Jesus when He walked in
this land. I have greatly enjoyed reading more
about and deeper into the stories in the Bible
about these people. There’s so much more to
learn and so many more places to see that if
God so wills, I would like to go again!

-Martha Miller
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