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As I re� ect on my recent trip to Israel, I can say that God 

has blessed in so many ways. An ordinary 
group of people journeying together, sharing our lives and bonding as we 
built community has been a great experience. Our group leaders, Joe and 
Vernon challenged us as they taught, inspiring us to search the Word and 
walk with God. Along with the teaching sessions and the times of praying, 
this trip has been very enriching. Our sharing and crying together united us 
as a body of believers.

 Our guide from Israel shared tidbits of inspiration of his own journey 
with Jesus and also an abundance of history and current events of Israel.

 Some memories that come to mind are: the beauties of the desert; letting 
the waters of Engedi wash over us; sailing on the Sea of Galilee and wading in 
the waters of the Jordan River. Also visiting the Western Wall during Shabbat 
and being with the Jewish people who were praying and worshiping God.

 A bit of wisdom that was shared which left an impression on me: 
“Debating with one another is not about winning or losing; it is about growing 
together.”

 -Ina Coblen� 

  
�  J� us walked.

[1 John 2:6]

·� e physical s� e of the nation of Israel is comparative to the state of New Jersey

·At 695' below sea level, the Sea of Galilee is the lowest freshwater lake in the world

·Pr� ent day Israel registered a population of 8.18 million in May 2014
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·Israel h�  two o�  cial languages, Hebrew and Arabic but more than 30 languages are spoken



� ere was a Rabbi who lived in the Galilee. � is Rabbi 
had become a man of the text and was a notable man of 
God in his community, known for his compassion, wisdom, 
and love. One day as he started walking home after a long 
day at the synagogue, (of teaching his disciples) the Rabbi 
began reciting Scripture. � e Scripture was from the text 
of that particular day. So far his walk was nothing out of 
the ordinary as every Rabbi recited the text and meditated 
on it whenever there were a few precious moments of 
alone time. However, this day as the Rabbi walked home 
along the Sea of Galilee, he was drawn into an unusually 
intense communion with his God. Like every other day he 
came to a fork in the path, but being consumed as he was, 
this day he went to the right instead of to the left as usual.

As the Rabbi continued walking and meditating on 
the Holy Scripture, the last shimmers of a Galilee sunset 
began to wane. In the gathering darkness the Rabbi was 
no longer able to see very far ahead on the path. Suddenly 
out of the darkness came a booming voice, “Who are you 
and why are you here?” Stunned and disoriented, the 
Rabbi paused for a moment as he tried to learn what 
had transpired. Oy-ga-vahl! was all he could think as he 
realized that he had walked up to a Roman fortress, of all 
things! After a few moments the Rabbi came to his senses 
and replied back in an inquiring voice, “What do you get 
paid to ask me those questions?” Now the centurion 
reeled as he tried to come up with an answer. Finally after 
a long pause, the centurion shouted out of the darkness, 
“Two denarius a week, Jew, Why?” � is time the Rabbi 
was poised and ready with an answer, “I will pay you 
double, if you stand at my door every morning, and ask 
me those two questions as I leave for the synagogue!”

Could we conclude that God has put us on this earth 
to be in relationship with 
Himself and others? 
� us these questions 
become very important 
in determining who and 
where we are. Who and 
where does God want us 
to be? If we were to strip 
away all of the titles that 
this earthly life has to 
o� er, how would it a� ect 
our lives? Let’s say that the 
terms that we all know, 

and perhaps are often even proud of, were stripped away. 
For example, if I could never again say, “I am of this or 
that denomination, or I own this or that business, or I 
have mastered this trade.” At the end of the day when 
I come home to my door, who really am I and why am I 
here? What would our fellow man, husband or wife, son 
or daughter, friend, neighbor or brother � nd if they were 
given the ability to take a look deep inside us?

We are frequently asked, “What is Talmidim Studies 
and why are you here?”

I will try to answer the “who are you” by telling you 
a bit about the people involved in the ministry. We are 
men and women from Holmes and Tuscarawas County 
that have become close friends through the study of 
God’s Word. Our journey began in 2008 when most of 
us traveled together in Israel on a two-week, in-depth 
Biblical Study Tour. On this journey together, God laid 
a burden on each of our hearts to begin “digging deeper” 
in the text of the Bible. After about two years of getting 
together in a variety of ways, (to study, to work or to pray) 
we felt God leading us into a more structured direction of 
forming a ministry where we could begin sharing what we 
had been learning. After praying and seeking the Father’s 
will, Talmidim Studies was born in October of 2010.

“Why are you here?” We believe that as children of God, 
we become partners with God, and join Him in His mission 
of bringing the Kingdom of Heaven to this Earth [Matthew 
4:17]. � is initiates us into being imitators of Messiah 
Jesus on a Co-Mission with Him in carrying out His Great 
Commission [Matthew 28:19-20]. Now what is the Great 
Commission? According to the text of Holy Scripture it is 
to go into all the world and “make many disciples” baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, teaching 

them to observe all that I 
(Jesus) have commanded you.
[Matthew 28:19-20]. Now 
we come to a much more 
complicated question, who 
is a disciple or what makes 
one a disciple? (In our next 
letter we will begin looking 
at this question more in 
depth.)

In conclusion, the men 
and women that make up 
the ministry of Talmidim 

Who are You?
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Studies are on a journey of discovery into what it 
means to be a disciple of Jesus. On this journey we 
have decided to create ways of sharing with others 
what it means to be a disciple. We believe that � rst 
of all one must understand what it meant to be a 
disciple in the time of Jesus. On this quest we have 
found that we need to become willing to do much 
study. Studies in the Bible as well as other sources 
from the Biblical period. Sources that reveal to us the 
social, economic, political, and religious environment 
of the Bible’s characters, ie: Jesus. It is looking at 
these elements through the disciplines of history, 
geography, archeology, and language that one can 
begin to learn to “walk as Jesus walked.” [1 John 
2:6] � e goal and vision of the Church, (followers of 
Jesus) should be to become more like Rabbi Jesus 
in the way that we walk out our lives in relationship 
to those all around us. It is therefore our vision at 
Talmidim Studies to come along side the Church in 
discovering “who we are and why we are here.” How 
do we become true disciples that bring the Kingdom 
about in a world that is obsessed with a “me centered” 
way of approaching life?

At Talmidim Studies we deeply value 
relationships and strive to come alongside our fellow 
disciples in the journey of following Rabbi Jesus. We 
o� er several venues in which you can choose to join 
us in discovering the life-giving ful� llment of true 
discipleship. Study trips to the land of Israel and short 
weekend teaching sessions that stir group dialogue 
are two great ways to study together. Another avenue 
is one-on-one, teaching/mentoring. � e one-on-one 
model is where deep meaningful relationships are 
taught and explored in the context of looking at our 
own lives in comparison to the loving, caring, and 
compassionate teaching of our Lord Jesus.

If any of these stir intrigue for you, please 
contact us for more details. We look forward to 
growing together in the future. -Vernon Beachy

I prepared for my trip to Israel with high anticipation and was not disappointed. In fact, the journey was 
even better than expected! Walking the land and seeing with my own eyes the area God gave to Abraham and years later to 
the tribes of Israel, resonated something within my heart. � e same God whom Abraham served, is still in control, not only 
of Israel’s destiny but of the whole, vast universe. And also of every single individual; you and me and the man on the street. 
� e Master Creator is inviting everyone to be a part of His Story that extends down through the ages. I consider it a privilege 
to have journeyed through the ancient land of His Beloved Israel.

If you plan to travel, and are seriously interested in God’s land, put ‘visit Israel’ on top of your travel list. I’m already 
planning to go again! -Leah Miller

My trip to Israel was a 
life changing 

experience. It has made the Bible a 
book that is much more alive than I ever 
realized! To be able to walk the places 
where Jesus, Abraham, Elijah and 
so many others journeyed, brought a 
passion alive that is still burning within 
me a year later. We traveled in a small 
group of only eight people and roughed it 
a bit by staying in hostels and buying our 
food at the market.

Now when I read my Bible I have an 
image in my mind of where the event took 
place and what it looked like. It is just like 
a Messianic Jew told us; “God is going to 
do a work in you when you visit Israel 
that is hard to explain to people at home. 
You will never read your Bible in the same 
way again!” And yes, it is perfectly safe 
to go to Israel. It is safer than most of our 
own cities here in America. I can’t wait 
to go back again. I feel like I left a part of 
my heart there! I would like to thank the 
group at Talmidim Studies for enabling 
me to go to on this trip and thanks to 
Vernon who put in lots of time and e� ort 
to plan everything. God bless you as you 
continue your trips and studies!

 -Burnell Beachy
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· Small Group Israel Study Tour: February 12-24, 2015
· Israel-in-Community Study Tour: June 3-17, 2015
· Weekend Workshop, Doctrine of Original Sin: TBA
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