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as Jesus walked.
[1 John 2:6]

Our World Today
Today as I sat in a government office (Ohio BMV) patiently waiting my turn, I watched the screen on the wall
as it told of the events around our world. As headline after headline flashed by, it became apparent that our world is
in great need. The stories seemed endless as they streamed along for the twenty-five minutes of my wait. Conflict,
tension, lying, cheating, war, rumors of war and ISIS. Iraq, Syria, Iran, Saudi Arabia, France, Germany, Russia, and
the USA, all are buried in troubles! Not a single good or encouraging event was mentioned as the words told of each
happening.
After doing my business and sitting down to write, I suddenly was faced with a series of startling questions. This
issue’s featured article of A Kingdom of Priests was still churning in the recesses of my heart and mind as the questions
confronted me in the context of another day’s news of our broken world. Where is this Kingdom of Priests?
Who are they? What should they be doing? If we are truly a kingdom of priests in this world, then why all the
brokenness? Even in the room at the BMV there was obvious manifestation of a world in pain and despair! Incredibly
sad faces, stories of rejection, a catheter bag, and an angered phone conversation were all evidence.
Let us be moved to prayer and action as we continue our journey through time. This journey is filled with
opportunity and hope for us to Be a Kingdom of Priests! It is not a passive period of waiting for time to pass as we
long for the beauties of heaven, but a duration of intense service in illustrating and demonstrating the true character
of one who puts his God on display; the Priest!
—Vernon Beachy

·Christianity has

the land of israel

been in conflict with Islam since early in the 7th century AD.
In 614 Christian (Byzantine) Jerusalem was lost to Persian Moslems.

·The Dome of the Rock was built by Abdal-Malik from 688-691, on the Temple Mount making it 1325 years old.
·Al Aqsa is the smaller mosque also on the Temple Mount, but is in fact a more holy site in Islam
because it is believed that Mohammed stopped here on his way to heaven.

Al Aqsa mosque

Dome of the Rock

A
Kingdom
of Priests

You yourselves like living stones are
being built up as a spiritual house,
to be a holy priesthood,
to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable
to God through Jesus Christ.

Part II

In the last issue of

our newsletter we began
pondering a question about Peter’s proclamation in
1 Peter 2:5; You yourselves like living stones are being built
up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
In order to continue our study of this verse and how Peter
may have understood the redemptive plan and purpose
of his Rabbi, (Jesus) we will look closer at the Sinai event.
We ended the last time with the suggestion that the Mt.
Sinai experience may well have been understood as a
wedding ceremony between the Hebrews and God.
What would it have taken for the event at Sinai to
truly have been a wedding ceremony? What was an
ancient Jewish wedding like? There are certain things that
are always present in every observant Jewish wedding
ceremony, some of which remain to this day. We will look
at a few of these briefly to help us lay the foundation for
the context of Peter’s expression “a kingdom of priests.”
The first thing that was always practiced in
preparation for a wedding was for the bride-to-be to go
through a ritual cleansing process. This was called mikva
{meek-va}. Mikva was done by a person immersing him/
herself in living water, that is, water that was contained
in a certain place but not carried there by human hands.
Often this was a hewn cistern with steps going down into
the water. There would be a divider for coming up on the
other side after cleansing. This was to say that one goes
down impure and comes back up out of the water pure
and clean. It was also to say that one was now ready to
encounter the Holy One. Was this rite of cleansing done
at Mount Sinai? Well, God asked the Hebrews to be pure
and cleansed after three days! (Ex. 19:10)
In ancient Jewish tradition, a son would build a home
for his bride-to-be at the home of his father, usually
attached to the father’s house. When the day finally came
that he was able to attain the approval of his father, that
his dwelling place was ready for his future bride, he would
assemble family and friends to go take his bride. As the
young man approached the home of his future wife,
his arrival would be announced with a loud blast of the

shofar. Sure enough, Sinai had a loud blast of the shofar!
(19:16)
At a Jewish wedding there was always a chuppah
{khoo-pah}. A chuppah is a canopy that represents the
protection, care, provision, and blessing of God over the
couple as they become one flesh in holy matrimony. At
Sinai there may have been a chuppah. The Mount was
covered in smoke (19:18) and the Hebrew text implies
that the Hebrews stood underneath the mountain!
God tells Moses to tell the people that they are His
“treasured possession”. In Hebrew the word that gets
translated to “treasured possession” is segulah {se-guh-laah}.
Segulah means something that is very dear to you in terms
of sentimental value. As Ray Vanderlaan puts it, “it would
be the object that you go back into your burning house to
retrieve after your wife and children have all reached safety.”
So what was the segulah at Sinai? God says to Moses in
Exodus 19:5, “you shall be my treasured possession among
all the peoples.” God chooses the Hebrews and punctuates
them as His very special choice, much like a young man in
love with a lovely young lady would speak of his new-found
love, chosen from among many others.
One more very important symbol remains for us
to look at. In every Jewish wedding there is a Ketubah
{ke-tuu-bah}. The Ketubah is present even to this very
day in observant Jewish wedding ceremonies. It is a
document that states the terms and conditions of a
covenant between two parties. One party is always
considered greater of the two that are entering into
covenant. For example, when we look at the covenant
that God made with Abraham; God proposes to Abraham
that he would make him a great nation, his offspring
would be like the stars in heaven, ie. without number!
(Gen. 15) All that Abraham had to do on his part was to
walk perfectly before God. (Gen. 17) There is more to this
story, but the idea is present here of a greater and lesser
party. God represents the greater party and is setting the
parameters for the covenant relationship that He wants
to enter into with Abraham. In the ancient cultures of
the Biblical world, the document that stated the terms of

Featured Resource
Regions on the Run is an in-depth and interactive study that is used
in several notable universities around the world. Produced by Biblical
Backgrounds, this resource comes complete with seven large maps
of the Biblical Land (17"x22"), a 40-page supplement with many
small maps including a 4000-year overview chart of the Ancient World,
and a 108-page study guide with complete instructions to guide
you through the study. It is divided into twenty-four study segments,
each one addressing a selected event from the Bible. You will follow
Abraham’s journey from Ur of the Chaldees, join in Joshua’s march as
he led Israel into the Promised Land and watch where Saul’s battles
against the Philistines unfolded.

$49
call

330.401.1895

to order your set today

shofar blowing

As you study the Bible and trace out the ancient highways, cities, hills
& valleys that God’s ancient people would have known so intimately, a
very unique experience emerges. So treat yourself to a field trip of the
Promised Land as you study your Bible with this one-of-a-kind resource!

chuppah

a certain covenant would
usually be copied so that
there were two identical copies. Each party would retain a
copy as a reminder of his commitment to the terms of the
covenant that they had agreed to enter into. So we again
ask ourselves, was there a Ketubah at Mt. Sinai?
The Ketubah at Mt. Sinai may be the most compelling
evidence yet for the case of Sinai being a wedding
ceremony. The Ketubah for this covenant becomes the Ten
Commandments! Moses comes down from the mountain
carrying two tablets of stone. The two tablets of the
testimony, written on both sides, front and back. The work
of God and the writing of God according to Ex. 32:15-16.
Could it be that this was the document between two
parties stating the condition of the covenant? I think
it certainly was! Not only was it the document between
two parties, but it was possibly the greater party (God)
giving both copies of the Ketubah to the lesser party (the
Hebrews) to make a statement that would say, “I love

Kingdom, continued

Sinai mountains

ketubah

you and am so eager to enter into covenant relationship
with you that I will risk my benefits and rights in this
deal to the point of giving you both copies!” In essence
it was God proposing to His beloved Hebrews that He
would always love and cherish them as His bride. Jewish
people to this day say the Ten Commandments are much
much more than just a list of do’s and do-not’s. To a Jew,
the Ten Commandments are a love letter from God to
His beloved bride that serves as a marriage license, or in
Biblical language, the Ketubah.
Now that we have looked at the possibilities of Sinai
being a wedding ceremony, we need to ask another
question. What was this wedding to accomplish? Why
was God so passionate about a covenant relationship
with His people? How does all of this speak to the original
question that we have been asking, about Peter declaring
a Holy Priesthood? We are out of space for this issue, but
we will continue our study in the next volume.
Shalom until next time — Vernon Beachy
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Join us for a Weekend Study Seminar with
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Mt Hope Auction | 8076 State Route 241, Mt Hope, OH 44660
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2016 Israel Trip Opportunities
Oh, Taste and See {psalm 34:8}

June 13-27—Led by: Vernon Beachy & Jimmy McDonald

Taste of Honey

September 13-27—Led by: Joe Mullet

